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Complexity at Hamoukar during the Fourth Millennium BC: A View from Seals and Sealings” 
at the Third International Conference on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East in Paris 
(April 2002); “Political Changes versus Cultural Continuity? The Case of Eshnunna between 
Ur III and Isin/Larsa,” read in New York in the Ancient Near Eastern Seminar at Columbia 
University and at the Harvard Semitic Museum (February 2002); and “Eshnunna’s ‘Birth as a 
State’: From Ur III Province to Independence,” read at the History Department of University 
College London (May 2002).

In June 2002 he submitted his article “Administrative Complexity in Syria during the 
Fourth Millennium B.C.: the Seals and Sealings from Tell Hamoukar,” to the journal Akkadica, 
together with articles by McGuire Gibson, Tony J. Wilkinson, and Jason Ur. Reichel is revis-
ing his dissertation for publication and still hopes to send it off this year. 

——————————

Erica Reiner

As an invited panelist Erica Reiner presented a paper on “How to Reconstruct a Babylonian 
Treatise” in November 2001 at a three-day conference on Reconstructing Ancient Texts or-
ganized by Alexander Jones of University College, University of Toronto. The conference 
provided an occasion to make the acquaintance of the participants in the University of To-
ronto’s RIM project, and to renew contact with their current Assyriological faculty, some of 
whom had been students at the University of Chicago. 

A trip scheduled for October 2001 for Heidelberg was canceled owing to the uncertain 
international situation in the wake of the 11 September terrorist attack; the agenda of the 
meeting was eventually conducted via a conference call.

In March, Reiner sent to press a monograph that had occupied much of her time for the last 
several years; it is expected to appear during the year 2002.

A report on the Workshop on Babylonian Astronomy held in honor of Asger Aaboe’s 
eightieth birthday at Brown University in the last week of June 2002 will be postponed until 
the 2002/2003 Annual Report.

——————————

Robert K. Ritner

With an extensive series of public lectures, over a dozen media interviews, and a guided tour, 
Robert K. Ritner was often the visible face of the Oriental Institute during the past year. As 
detailed in the Oriental Institute’s News & Notes (Fall 2001, No. 171), Ritner served as the 
Academic Consultant for the sole American venue of the exhibit Cleopatra of Egypt: From 
History to Myth, displayed at Chicago’s Field Museum from 20 October 2001 until 3 March 
2002. The first comprehensive exhibit dedicated to the life and legends of the queen, Cleopa-
tra of Egypt drew more than 333,000 visitors, who encountered over 300 revised labels and 
charts, in addition to hieroglyphic banners and gift shop images, produced for the Chicago 
presentation. All of these were vetted by Ritner, who was also a commentator on the Acous-
tiguide recorded tour. At the Oriental Institute, two cases of objects from his personal collec-
tion (and that of John Larson) highlighted the Cleopatra of popular culture, complementing 
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